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The sooty faicon, Falco cancolor

The zooty falcon i a medum-sized falcon with long and namrow wings whose tips extend noticeably beyond the tad when in pesched position. Adult individuals have dack plumage and
females are about 5% larger than males, having darker colowation and less contrast between body plumage and primary feathers. The comman name of the Scoty Falcon derves from
the colour of its adult festhers.

Scaty faicons are long-distance migrants that breed m some of the maost desolate and mhospitable enveonments of the planet. They have a patcly and highly focalised breeding
pattern, nestng in the deserts of West Asis and North Adrica, in Eqypt, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Libya, Pakistan and Ssudi Arsbis, but also in the Red Ses islands and coasts south to Eritres
und Yemen, and o the istands of Oman to Qatar.

Infarmation an the size of breedng populations of scaty faicons is sc d bath geog ally and ch
Threstened Species as Vulnerable and in continuaus declne. Usng the best information available, the
below) has estimated the global number of matwe mdviduals at 2,263-3,194,

logicaly. In 2017, the sooty falcon was classified by the IUCN Red List of
| Single Sp Action Plan for the Sooty Falcon 2024-2036 (se«
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Since 2013, the global conservation status of the sooty falcon deteriorsted, reiterating the urgency of finaling an ISSAP.

The wark to finalise an ISSAP was able 10 recommence in 2022 The Scoty Falcon Working Group was also revitabised in that year, integrating Range State repressntatves and
independent species experts to contribute technical advics to the plan. Following the Third Meeting of Signatories (Dubsi, July 2023), soaty fakcon Range States slso collabarated with
the Coordinating Uni to review drafts of the ISSAR A side event to introduce the draft Action Plan was held at the 14th Meeting of the CMS Canference of the Partes (Samarkand,
Febiruay 2024). The Parties requested that the Standing Comemittes adopt the document in cansultation with the Scentific Council

The final draft of the ISSAP was appraved by 1he Scientific Councl at the 6th meeting of its Sessional Committes in September 2024 and the ISSAP was endorsed by the Standing
Commitiee at #t 56th meeting in March 2025

“The International Single Species Action Plan for the Sooty Falcon 2024 - 2036 (ISSAP) wims 10 reduce the risk of extinction of the scoty faloon { Faleo concolor) by balting the decline|
of its population ta 3 point where it qualifies for downlisting 1o at feast Near Threatened, The ISSAP has been developed using the best information available cn the bology, ecalegy,
conzsrvation ststus and threats to the species”

Meetings

« Sooty Falcon Knowledge Exchange Meeting - 19 Novernber 2025: This mesting miarks the fest cocrdmated action under the Iternastional Single Species Action Plan (ISSAP) for
the Soaty Falcon, bringing together experts and practaioners from across its range.

Resources

o Leonardi G Lopes L, Gaflo Orsi U, Javed S, McGrady M (2024) International Single Species Action Plan for the Sooty Falcon 2024 - 2036. CMS Raptoes MOU, Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emnirates

« Factsheet on the sooty falcon

« Library of literature on the sooty falcon, Version 2 updated as 31/12/2025

* Sooty Falcon Breeding Population Survey Prs J

* CMS species page on the sooty falcon

o Awased-winning Omani-Gerrman film The Migrant - Sooty Falcons in Oman that documents effarts 1o study and conserve this longrange magratory bird

* Documents of the Sooty Falcon Knowledge Exchange Meeting, 19 Novernber 2025
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Are you new to this website?

Brief intro 10 the CMS Raptors MOU and migratary birds of prey
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Fact Sheet on the -

sooty falcon

Double page on the sooty falcon

Provides a summary of:

Names and general traits
Conservation status
Population size

Threats

Conservation needs
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THE SOOTY FALCON

NAMES AND GENERAL TRAITS

*  Scentific: Falco concolor

¢ Ambic: sl e

*  English: Sooty Falcon

*  French: Faucon Concolore

The Socty Falcon is a medium-siad bird of prey
with long and namow wings. It displays a dark
plumage in its adult stage and a brownish-grey
one when young.

CONSERVATION STATUS

Owing to its population being considered a single,
small and dedining one, he Sooty Falcon has
been dassified by the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Speces as Vunerable' since 2017. However,
information on its population and ecology is fargely
considered fragmented and incomplete.

Under CMS and CITES, the species is classified
as follows:

+  CMS Appendix Il, since 1979
*  Raptors MOU Category 1, since 2008
+  CITES Appendix I, since 1975

POPULATION SIZE

Sooly Falcon populafon estimates have been
widely vanying and inconsistent Using the
bast information available on the species, the
Intemational Single Species Acfion Pian for the
Sooty Falcon 2024-2036 has estmaded the global
number of mature individuals at 2256-3,194.

Sooty Falcon (Fako concolar) © Eyal Bartov

Threats at Breeding and Migrating Sites

Around breedmy sites, buman dssturbance and development are thought to be the
most signshicant factoes contnbuting to the decine of Sooty Falcons. These factors
are beheved o partculardy impact berds nesting n coastal areas (e.g., m Bahean, Egype,
Oman, Sawk Arabi). For mstance, research has suggested thar the devdopment of
tousssm infrastructure, housng and shamp farms on the islands of the Arabain Red

Sea has resulted m the Joss of suitable habitat for the speces to nest.

Habstat oss due to development may ako reduce the availabehty of habitar preferred
by mepranng passernes, which are prey of the Sooty Falcon. As Sooty Falcons
are speciatised peedators, declines = thar prey populanons are Ikely 1o affect ther

survival.

Threats are also a concem along the Sooty Falcon’s megratory route. For example,
one such threat 1s the increased use of chemical compounds for insect and Red-
billed Quedea (e quoled). These compounds can cause peamary, though more

often secondary posomng.

Habstar akteration hinked to agacultural expansion, miensiication and deforestanon
15 also Bkely o affect Sooty Flacons, both directly and mdirectly, by reducing the
availabslity of msecrs that are their mam source of food outside of the breoding

penod

Lastly, minnse factors, such as the relanvely low survival rate of youny binds, can
result m fewer birds joinmg the breedang popukitson, potentzlly keading 1o a decrease
n the populanony size. Radwo-tagging of Sooty Faleoms m Oman m 20072014
(McGrady et al. 2016) found that only abourt 12% of young birds survived until the
age ar which they could beeed. Thar research also found that most deaths ocourred
durng the berds’ fisst year of hfe, ather dusmg; rugranon oe shortly affer armving ar

non-hreeding sstes




Library of literature on
SOOty fa Ico n Shared withme > Library of literatureonS... ~ &

| Type ~ ’ ’ People ~ ’ ’f Modified ~ ’ | Source ~ ‘

Name 4
Available literature on the sooty
. . . I8 01- Biology and Ecology

falcon organized in thematic
fOIderS . I8 02 - Breeding records

8 03 - Migration and Wintering
Refe rence data ba Se (Vz u pdated B3 04 - Non-breeding records
in December 2025) with oy ncaEa,
classification of references per
theme BB 06-1ID - Morphology

B 07 - Genetics

Sooty Falcon Reference Database ver 1.0 (08-2023).xlsx &%

B

Sooty Falcon Reference Database ver 2.0 (Dec 2025) clean.xlsx &%




CMS species page
on sooty falcon

« Photo gallery

« Sooty falcon related documents
« (Geographical range

« Sooty falcon news

« Sooty falcon publication

RELATED CONTENTS

Meetings n Other documents
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The Migrant — Sooty Falcons in
Oman

&’«,’}(/ SOOTY FALCON MOVIE EN AR | DE| R

Award-winning Omani-
German film The Migrant -
Sooty Falcons in Oman

Documents efforts to study
and conserve this long- WATCH NOW

range migratory bird. “THE MIGRANT - SOOTY FALCONS IN OMAN" IS THE AWARD WINNING AND
FASCINATING DOCUMENTARY ABOUT THE MYSTERIOUS DESERT AVIATORS




Breeding population e oo mcmns & ©
survey protocol

Sooty Falcon breeding population survey protocol®

1. Main prerequisites

1.1 Use GIS tools for location, study area and distance measurements;
1.2 Visit historical sites first {due to nesting site philopatry);
1.3. Base other areas’ surveys on:

- -
2 pa g es d Ocu m e nt S u m m a rI ZI n g u 1.3.1 Unverified information from the public;
] 1.3.2 Nesting habitat suitability;
1.3.3 Use of Species Distribution Medel algorithms;
1.4. Experienced observers to conduct surveys using binoculars and spotting scopes.

2. Main field procedure (mainland breeding areas and islands)

* The main prerequisites
« The main field procedures for mainland 2 G b et A ey ot e e

phenology);
2.3 Search for 2-3 hours;

- - -
I t 2.4 Seek signs of nesting;
a n I S a n ree I n g SI es 2.5 Identify, at a minimum, the location of occupied nesting sites. An occupied nesting
site is one where, at least, a single Sooty Falcon has been observed displaying
. behaviours deemed to be consistent with territory occupancy:
[ Th e CO n St ra I n ts 2.6.1 Attendance at a site of suitable habitat;
2.6.2 Territorial defence behavioural displays;
2.6.3 Existence of a presumed mate;

2.6.4 Existence of eggs, nestlings or fledglings;
2.7 Record the number of individuals seen and their age/sex;

Island-specific

2.8 Undertake a reconnaissance trip around the breeding islands (landing not
necessary) to estimate the numbers of birds and potential pairs present across the entire
archipelago;

2.9 Undertake a second, more detailed visit when pair bonding is complete to identify
and qualify the numbers of breeding pairs and the location of nest sites being used.
Potential nest sites suitable for chick ringing can also be identified;

Convention on Migratory Species Office — Abu Dhabi & United Mations Environment Programme o
Environment Agency — Abu Dhabi » PO Box 45553 e Abu Dhabi e UAE
Tel: +971 2 403 3602 » E-Mail: cmsoffice sei@cms.int e Website: www cms.intraptorsien/
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Knowledge Exchange | = sweimaiiom & =

Sooty Falcon: A Regional Knowledge Exchange for Collaborative Conservation

||
(Online, 19 November 2025)
UNEP/CMS/RAPTORS/ISFKECC Report

MEETING REPORT
(Prepared by the Coordinafing Unit of the Raptors MOU)

1. Welcome and introductions

The meeting marked the first coordinated session under the newly adopted International Single
Species Action Pian (ISSAP) for the Sooty Falcon (2024-2036). Participants from across the
species’ breeding, migration, and wintering range shared current knowledge and research

insights, with a focus on improving understanding of population trends, threats, and opportuniies
Ove I I l e r for coordinated conservation of Sooty Falcon.

Ms. Rouba Abou Atieh, (Coordinating Unit), opened the meeting emphasising the importance of
collaboration, as Sooty Falcon conservation requires range-wide coordination across Africa, the
Middle East, and the Indian Ocean islands.

2. The International Sooty Falcon Action Plan

Fi rst COO rd i n a tEd a Cti O n u n d e r th e SO Oty Fa I CO n Mr. Umberto Galle-Orsi, (Coordinating Unit), provided a brief overview of the |ISSAP development

process, noting its adoption by CMS in 2024 and the Plan's role in guiding 12 years of coordinated
conservation. The Plan prioritises legal protection, reduction of key threats, and expanding

I SSA P, b rl n g i n g tog et h e r eX pe rts a n d research to address major knowledge gaps on demography, migration, and drivers of decline.

3. National updates

practitioners from across its range. ot s 6505 decin o et

+ Recent surveys found only ~7 nests; population likely reduced.
+ Plan to initiate tagging in 2026 to understand movements and threats.

Egypt
+ [Research on Red Sea islands indicates Egypt a major global stronghald.
« Diet overwhelmingly migratory passerines; strong synchrony with autumn migration.
+ Disturbance, predation, and lack of funding are major challenges.

Israel

« The pelvic (leg-loop) hamess appears to perform well, with no evidence of impaired solar
charging or device malfunction.

« Potential breeding or summering detected outside known areas; need for larger sample sizes
highlighted.

11




Knowledge Exchange

Meeting

A webpage was created
for this meeting with
links to the report and
related documents.

Accessible from the
Sooty Falcon ISSAP
webpage.

e) Raptors
Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Birds of Prey in Africa and Eurasia

About ~ Documents - Activities ~ Species ~ Publications CMS Instruments - Q,

t Home

A Meeting

Sooty Falcon Knowledge Exchange
Meeting

19 Nov 2025
Registration deadline: Jan 30, 2026

Overview Documents Agenda

This meeting marks the first coordinated action under the International Single Species Action Plan (ISSAF) for the Sooty Falcon, bringing together experts and practitioners from
across its range.
The event aims to exchange insights on research, monitoring, and censervation efforts, and to identify shared prierities to guide implementation of the ISSAP.

Check all

@g Report Meeting Doc@

Meeting report
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