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White-rumped vulture
Gyps bengalensis

Indian vulture

Gyps indicus

Slender-billed vulture

Gyps tenuirostris

All listed by IUCN as 

Critically Endangered
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All-cause annual human death rates in parts of India with 

many vultures and with few vultures before the decline
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Frank & Sudarshan (2024) American Economic 

Review 114: 3007–3040.
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At necropsy about 75% of wild vulture 

carcasses were found to have extensive 

visceral gout: uric acid deposits in the tissues

Shultz et al. (2004) Proc Roy Soc B Suppl. 271, S458-S460.

Oaks et al. (2004) Nature 427, 630-633.
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Diclofenac was the first NSAID shown to be toxic to 
scavenging birds and has been banned for veterinary use 
in much of Asia vultures’ range. Currently, there are fully 
gazetted bans on the manufacture, sale and use of 
veterinary diclofenac in: 

• India
• Nepal
• Pakistan 
• Bangladesh
• Iran
• Oman
• Cambodia

and other countries are considering a similar ban.
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White-rumped Vulture population in India and Nepal
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NSAIDs and CMS

Guidelines To Prevent The Risk Of 
Poisoning To Migratory Birds

Non-steroidal Anti-inflammatory 
Drugs and vultures

https://www.cms.int/document/review-and-guidelines-prevent-poisoning-migratory-birds
https://www.cms.int/document/review-and-guidelines-prevent-poisoning-migratory-birds
https://raptors.cms.int/page/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-and-vultures
https://raptors.cms.int/page/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-and-vultures
https://raptors.cms.int/page/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-and-vultures
https://raptors.cms.int/page/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-and-vultures
https://raptors.cms.int/page/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-and-vultures
https://raptors.cms.int/page/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-and-vultures
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Resolution 11.15 (Rev.COP14) Preventing Poisoning Of 
Migratory Birds

• Ensure safety testing of existing veterinary NSAIDs on live, captive Old 
World vultures, eagles and other scavenger birds;

• Withdraw licensing of vulture-toxic NSAIDs (including diclofenac) for 
veterinary use or implement comprehensive risk assessment with 
particular reference to known regional threats to vultures and other 
scavenging raptors;

• Ensure that safety testing on vultures of new veterinary NSAIDs is made 
a mandatory part of the protocol of research and development and 
wholly financed by the pharmaceutical industry, making licensing 
conditional on the results of these tests; and

• Contribute to identification and promotion of safe alternative drugs;

https://www.cms.int/document/preventing-poisoning-migratory-birds-9
https://www.cms.int/document/preventing-poisoning-migratory-birds-9
https://www.cms.int/document/preventing-poisoning-migratory-birds-9
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WOAH is a member of the CMS Migratory Species  
and Health WG 

WOAH Webinar March 2026

WOAH CMS Emergency Factsheet

• National Veterinary Services
• National wildlife health authorities
• National Veterinary Medicine Agencies   

 

Future joint capacity building events   

WOAH and CMS
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Thank you! 
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